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Elections to the People’s Congress in the Soviet Zone of Cormany 25X10 


Co} LT] -25x1A 
2x1 1, [__CC“‘“C(TCCd*roceived a teletype message 
for the HALBERSTAD? Police OPSice from Robert SIETERT, Minis- 
ter of the Interior of Saxony-Anhalt, directing that all 
25X1X invalid ballots be counted as “yos" votes, in the afternoon 
of 15 May 194¢. 


| | 2. All the voting officers of the elahnt polling places of 
ZEREBRNICK were German Soclalist Unity Party (SED) members. 
Counting of the ballots started om 15 and 16 May 1949, short- 
Ly after. 8 p.m, and, returns were available et some polling 
atations at 8:50 p.m. Thay showed a small majority for the 
"Nos." (On the two days abouts 50 percent of the vote )y'No®, 
10 percent invalid and 40 percents “Yes"). The SED burgo- 
master and a mamber of the SED information Service appeared 
at the polling stations on beth days between 8250 and Li DPM. 
On the first election day they brought with them so-called 
"new directives" for the countins of o@liets, and om both 
daye enforced their execution. kecoxds of the returns were 
dastroyed in thoge polling statiens 21 which tho bailots had 
already been counted, and counting was »esvume@ in accordance 
with ths new directives which provided thas each Jdnvalid 
oaliot was to be regarded as a “yes” vote. Only those bale 
lots on which the cress vas marked oxaetly in the center of 
the “No” circle were accepted. All othor "Ho® ballets were 
countec as “yes" votes. ineldents oscurred im sems polling 
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stations vihnen the directives were anneunced, seven some con» 
firnea SEG menbers refusing the carry out these directives. 
the burromastor and the sember of the SED Informacion Service 
thereupon started to count the votes themselves. They 
intimidated and threatened the presiding officers and forced 
them to sign the pclling records. Sixteen percent of the 
ZEPERNICY votes were thus converted into "Yes" votes. Sixtye 
six percent of the faked returns were "Yas" votes. 


About 30 percent of the true "Yes" votes were sounted in 

PALAENSEL. The presiding elecporal officer, an SED member, 25X1C 
had all improperly marked Ballcts counted as "Ye=" votes and 

all improperly marked “No” votes coumtec as invalid. ‘hen 

the otner members of the election comnittse objected to 

this procedure, the presidin. officer declared that he acteé 

on erders of .linister of the interior BECHLER. 
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